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INTRODUCTION
In 1887, a Denver woman, a priest, two ministers and a rabbi recognized the need for cooperative 
action to address their city’s welfare problems. The group put their heads together to plan the first 
united campaign for 10 health and welfare agencies. They created an organization to serve as an agent 
to collect funds for local charities, as well as to coordinate relief services, counsel and refer clients to 
cooperating agencies, and make emergency assistance grants in cases that could not be referred. That 
year, Denver raised $21,700 and created a movement that would spread throughout the country to 
become the United Way.

The meeting in Denver and the birth of the United Way concept were more than 125 years ago. Today 
United Way is still dedicated to creating a world where all individuals and families achieve their human 
potential through quality education, financial stability and good health. We realize we can’t do it alone. 
In recent years, United Way has encouraged students to LIVE UNITED by creating Student United Ways 
on college and university campuses. In our 125 year history, United Way has always worked to engage 
diverse groups of people in addressing the issues in our local communities. Many of the 1,800 local 
United Way organizations around the world have worked with students in various ways throughout their 
history, but Student United Way is the first and only system-wide effort to engage students in giving, 
advocating and volunteering to advance the common good.

We want to make sure you as a leader on campus can also be an effective leader for your community. 
This resource guide is a great starting place to ensure that takes place. The information you’ll find in 
these pages was obtained through careful research, piloted tools and resources, and many lessons 
learned from years of experience with student-led United Way clubs.

Please know that United Way, both at the local level and at United Way Worldwide, has a vested interest 
in your success. It is going to take all of us working together as one to address the education, income 
and health issues in our communities and around the world. Every Student United Way member could 
be the difference between a high school graduate and a high school dropout, between a financially 
secure family and a family that struggles to make ends meet, or between an individual in good health 
and one who is not.  If you have questions, problems, or concerns during your journey, feel free to reach 
out to us so we can better support you in this work. We’re here to help!

With heartfelt thanks,

Your Friends at United Way Worldwide
Student@UnitedWay.org
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701 North Fairfax Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314 U.S.A.
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For more information contact: 

United Way Worldwide 
Student@UnitedWay.org




