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$6 .43M
Raised

100%
of Funds Distributed to

Support our Community's
Most Vulnerable

We are so grateful to all of you who donated to the Pandemic Relief Fund! For a complete listing of
Pandemic Relief Fund donors, please visit bit.ocuw.org/PRFdonors.

At the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic in March of 2020, we created the Orange County United Way
Pandemic Relief Fund to respond to the needs of our local community. We are proud to have raised
and distributed $6.43M in funds to help 7,874 households with emergency financial assistance as well
as support programs and organizations that provided critical help to those impacted by COVID-19.

– Ashley Mehr, single mother of three,
Pandemic Relief Fund Beneficiary

“I felt so relieved and grateful when I received the
money [from United Way],” she said. “It gave me hope
that we’ll get through these hard times, and it reminds
me I’m not alone.”

65% were unemployed as a result of COVID-19
32% were underemployed or had reduced work hours due to COVID-19
51% were families with children under the age of 18
51% of those served were from North Orange County, 36% from Central Orange County, and 13%
from South Orange County

The individuals and families that were served through our emergency financial assistance included the
following:

https://www.unitedwayoc.org/how-we-are-doing-more/thank-you-pandemic-relief-fund-donors/


Pandemic Relief Efforts 
Summary of Our Impact

7,874 households impacted by COVID-19 were referred by 57 community partner agencies and received
$500 in emergency financial assistance via debit cards for food, rent, utilities, and other basic needs.

483 frontline workers were supported by our pandemic relief efforts
Three laptops were provided for shelters to connect homeless individuals with housing vouchers to
WelcomeHomeOC services.
100 cases of hand sanitizer for 30 homeless shelters were provided by Nailing It for Healthcare Workers.
30,000 diapers were provided for HomeAid’s diaper drive for low-income OC families.
Through the ongoing community support of Bank of America, 20,000 face masks and 400 bottles of hand
sanitizer were provided to five service provider partners in Orange County.
Working with Moving Forward Together, we coordinated the acquisition and distribution of 15 pallets of
hand sanitizer from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), which were given to 18 Orange
County community-based organizations.

3,400 children's face masks were distributed to local elementary schools.
12,000+ books were given to students via food distribution at schools, YMCAs, Boys & Girls Clubs, and other
non-profit partners.
75 printers and ink were provided for housing-insecure families with children in school remotely.
Mentoring, workshops, and laptops were provided to 300 high school seniors in underserved communities.

380 food-insecure households received $250 grocery cards.
Provided a truckload of food for 25,000 meals through Second Harvest Food Bank.
Funded the purchase and distribution of food to Orange County residents through OC Food Bank.
Printed and distributed 60,000 flyers with county-wide information on food assistance programs.
Purchased and distributed food to Orange County residents and supported refrigerated trucks to help
reduce waste, ensure food safety, and help non-profits focus on food distribution Waste Not OC.

Partnered with the Orange County Veterans Employment Council to provide funding for warm clothing for
veterans in the VA hospital. 
Coordinated with 29 non-profit partners to provide virtual and in-person volunteers along with essential
items/services, including meals for front-line workers.
Supported 211OC with infrastructure funding and 100 headsets for volunteers for the 211 hotline, which
provides referrals and resources for health and human services support.
Donated personal protective equipment to our local healthcare workers, grocery store employees, homeless
shelter employees, and other front-line service providers, including 30,000 face masks for home healthcare
providers and 7,620 face masks to healthcare workers through Nailing It for Healthcare Workers.
Partnered with County of Orange Social Services Agency to host virtual workshops in English, Vietnamese,
and Spanish that provided details about how residents can benefit from available social services. 

Emergency Financial Assistance

Shelter Support

Educational Help

Food Security

Other Critical Support



Thank You to Our
Pandemic Relief Fund Donors
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------------------------------  $50,000 and up  ------------------------------

------------------------------  $25,000 and up  ------------------------------

*Last Updated 12/28/20

Linda and Mike Mussallem

The Podlich Family Fund

------------------------------  $250,000 and up  ------------------------------

Max and Artyn Gardner

Adrian and Kristen Griggs

Leatherby Family Foundation

Lyons-Smith Family Foundation The Stephen G. Oswald & Regina Oswald
Foundation

The William, Jeff, and Jennifer 
Gross Family Foundation

The Isidore & Penny 
Myers Foundation

Thank you to everyone in our community who supported our Pandemic Relief efforts. The need in our community is
still great and there is more work to be done. If you would like to continue to provide critical support to our
community through Orange County United Way, please contact Ann Truxaw Ramirez at AnnR@UnitedWayOC.org. 

mailto:AnnR@UnitedWayOC.org

